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BY RICHARD WESTLUND

Learn from the winners of the 

2006 Florida Realtor® Magazine/

Florida Real Estate Headlines 

Web Site Contest.

Zev Freidus says there’s no substi-
tute for a clear vision when it comes 
to building a successful company Web 
site.  “It’s essential to get the design, 
the contents and the functionality just 
right,” says Freidus, broker-owner of 
Boca Executive Realty in Boca Raton. 

Freidus launched his site in Au-
gust 2005 in conjunction with the 
company’s opening. “I wanted a site 
that looks different to the consumer,” 
he says.”

Freidus says he used a graphic 
designer, but developed the navigation 
approach and site functions himself, 
drawing on his background as a for-
mer product marketing manager for 
General Electric.

One of the keys to the company’s 
success, he says, was signing an agree-
ment to have multiple listing service 
(MLS) data sent directly to the site 
rather than through an IDX (Internet 
Data Exchange) provider. “That lets 
us maintain our own database and 
present the data in a format custom-
ized for our visitors,” he says. 

Judge Randy Eagar praises the site’s 
focus on local residential communi-
ties, which includes satellite maps 

that show all 
listings and 
streets from 
a bird’s-eye 
view. 

Judges Dan 
Gooder Rich-
ard and Ira Ser-
kes say the site’s 10-button navigation 
makes it simple for visitors to fi nd 
information and conduct searches. 
“The home page puts the consumer 
fi rst, and is almost entirely dedicated 
to property searches by type, then by 
area,” says Richard. 

For the fi rst few months, Freidus 
provided site visitors with free, open 
access to property searches. “We had 
tons of hits, but very few calls,” he 
says. “Then we decided to implement 
a registration program, and that’s re-
ally worked well for us.”

“We send weekly e-mails and en-
courage them to come back and look 
for more properties.”

Freidus says regular follow-up is 
essential because people searching 
for property on the Internet may not 
remember the sites they have visited. 
“They don’t want to start over from 

Top 10 Company Web sites

1. www.BocaExecutiveRealty.com

Boca Executive Realty, Boca Raton

2. www.JohnRWood.com

John R. Wood Realtors®, Naples

3. www.MarcoRealtySource.com

RE/MAX Results Realty, Marco Island

4. www.DunawayMckenzie.com

Dunaway McKenzie Realtors®, Key West

5. www.KeysResortRealty.com

Resort Realty & Appraisals, Key West

6. www.RealEstateInvestments

bonita.com

Babon Group Real Estate Co., Bonita Springs

7. www.AventuraForSale.com

AventuraForSale.com Real Estate Co., 
Aventura

8. www.GraytonCoastProperties.com

Grayton Coast Properties, Grayton Beach

9. www.BlueOneRealty.com

Blue One Realty, Doral

10. www.1stOrlandoRealEstate.com

Century 21 Real Estate Professionals, 
Orlando

10Winning
Web SitesCompany

No.1: BocaExecutiveRealty.com
Site Designed to Sell

scratch—and you don’t want them to 
have to Google your site again,” he 
says. “So, we use e-mail to bring them 
back to our site.”

Top 10 Sales Associate 
Web Sites

1. www.OrlandoHomeowner.com 

Ken Thompson and Alisha Weisser, Keller 
Williams Classic Realty, Orlando

2. www.MySanibelRealEstate.com  
Eric Pfeifer, VIP Realty Group Inc., Sanibel

3. www.OrlandoHomesandEstates.com 

Patty Willis, Stirling | Sotheby’s International 
Realty, Orlando

4. www.SarasotaHomes4Sale.com

Debra Pitell, Michael Saunders & Co., 
Sarasota

5. www.KassanRealty.com

Elizabeth Kassan, RE/MAX Direct, 
West Palm Beach   

6. www.GingersDestinConnection.com

Ginger Lundstrom, Platinum Realty, Destin

7. www.GregEllingson.com

Greg Ellingson, Golden Realty, Rockledge  

8. www.DeborahBeacham.com

Deborah Beacham, Coldwell Banker 
Residential, Sarasota

9. www.FineHomesofSarasota.com

Robin DiSabatino, Michael Saunders & Co., 
Sarasota 

10. www.Powerhouse-Team.com

Jody Rydell and Caroline Dowling, 
Keller Williams Realty, Miami  

Technology

“This is truly an outstanding Web 
site,” says Dan Gooder Richard, one 
of the national experts who judged 
the Florida contest. “The content 
[on www.orlandohomeowner.com] 
is so substantial and exhaustive, it is 
almost overwhelming.”  

Ken Thompson and Alisha Weisser, 
associates with Keller Williams Clas-
sic Realty, Orlando, redesigned the 
site after teaming up in early 2005. 

While the site is based on a tem-
plate by WebAgentSolutions, Thomp-
son says there are almost no limits 
on the customization of design and 
images. 

“We want to acquaint people with 
the market, especially buyers from 
outside the area,” says Weisser. “We 
include new construction as well, 
giving visitors a good idea of the price 
ranges in different areas.” 

Judge Randy Eagar praises the site’s 
layout for presenting so much content 
“in an organized manner.” Judges Ira 
Serkes and Richard agree that the 
site’s numerous lead-generation links 
are vital to its success.  Referring to 
the extensive list of buyer and seller 

Web-ariffi c!Web-ariffi c!
Web Sites10Associate

Super Sales

No.1:
lead-capture 
special re-
ports, Rich-
ard says, “I 
stopped count-
ing when I got 
to 40.”  

Weisser says the site has been 
extremely effective in generating 
online leads, which account for a high 
percentage of the team’s business. 

Thompson and Weisser also use a 
“pay-per-click” marketing strategy to 
ensure their site appears as a spon-
sored link when prospects type in 
certain keywords using major search 
engines like Google and Yahoo.

Weisser adds that she and Thomp-
son also follow up personally. “It’s 
more time consuming than using an 
automated system, but we get a good 
response that way,” she says. “Most 
people today start their search on the 
Internet, and you want to capture 
their interest in an early stage. But 
you have to be patient, because it may 
take six months or more to develop a 
relationship that leads to the sale.”

Better

OrlandoHomeowner.com: 
Substantial and Effective

Weisser and Thompson
Freidus

Meet the Judges
Randy Eagar, CRS, is founder of Computer 
Camp, a computer training center in
Salt Lake City and is a senior instructor for 
the Residential Sales Council.
www.computercamp.net

Dan Gooder Richard is founder of the
Gooder Group and is an authority in
real estate marketing and lead manage-
ment. www.goodergroup.com

Ira Serkes is a Realtor® and broker with 
RE/MAX Real Estate in Berkeley, Calif. He 
is an instructor who teaches other sales 
associates how to use computers to better 
serve clients. www.berkeleyhomes.com



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


